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VCHS Parent Advisory Council Meeting

Monday March 15, 2021
6:30 PM Virtual

People & Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 6 territory and the traditional homeland of the Métis Nation. These are the meeting grounds, gathering place, and travelling route to the Cree, Nakota Sioux, Dene, Saulteaux, Blackfoot, and Métis. We acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries.
Attendance – Randy Footz, Rod Leatherdale, Holly Warawa, Sabrina Komarniski, Adrienne Mills, Laurel Driedger, Dawn Ionetz, Taneen Rudyk, student Kalyna Palsitt
Parents: Dawn, Laurel, Sabrina, Adrienne, Taneen 
Staff: Rod, Sabrina, Holly, Adrienne
Trustee: Randy Footz
Others: Minute taker is Sabrina Komarniski
1. Call to Order 
Chair: Laurel Driedger
 called meeting to order Time: 6:31 pm. 
2. Review of the Agenda
Reviewed- Agenda acceptance implied.  No formal motion made to accept as presented.   
Rod noted to move Student Council Report to the first report, and Teacher Report to second.         Taneen asked for enrolment numbers, Rod said he would add to his report. 
3. Approval of the Minutes
Randy noted in previous minutes COSC was spelled incorrectly (cost). 
Motion: Laurel motion to accept. Taneen seconded. Motion carried.
4. Old Business
Laurel asked if there were any further items-no additional items brought forward by group. 



5. Student Council Report – Kalyna Palsitt

Cougar council restricted to activities due to COVID.  Group meets on Tuesdays and plans 2-3 events/month like dress up days.  February sold Valentine Candy Grams.  This Wednesday the 17th is Wear Green day.  Every early dismissal day coming up is Hat Day.  
6. Teacher Update - Adrienne Mills


Cougar Council has good meeting attendance, is running with Sr. High students only. Sold 411 candy grams.  Council made staff thank you cards, ran Kindness BINGO and Pink Shirt Day.  Wednesday is St Patrick Day activity to find the shamrock in your hallway and use a hashtag for Instagram. Kids love Formal Day which is coming up on March 23rd.  Adrienne is also doing some literacy initiatives like Book Club, small group novel study, mostly with Grade 7s. Meeting tomorrow with FNMI consultant to discuss novels available with a tie to FNMI for Grade 9 students.  

7. Principal Report – Rod Leatherdale 
Parent Teacher Interviews coming up next Monday/Tuesday.  Grade 7 and 8 have most bookings usually.  Will provide code this week for parents to book.  Interviews are held each quarter, a good portion into the course with enough time left remaining in the quarter.  

Mentioned EIPS sent an email to parents re: switching from quarters back to semesters for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Facilities update: architects have been on site, planning underway to convert the current staff room into Out Reach site.  Request for IMR for old office space/new library.  Library almost moved into new location.  All textbooks are connected to the library.  Required to do Budget projections, in good shape.  If surplus in budget looking to add furniture for library and updating shelves/storage.  Would also update classroom furniture and possibly some technology.  

With Adrienne not running Athletics, gives her time to help with literacy. Due to federal funding, staffed 2 EAs, Adrienne coordinating with those staff to supply support.  

Enrolment: just finished the Returning Student Registration. Numbers will be stable.  Currently 355 students. 
Randy asked about Out Reach being self standing, using example if student gets expelled from school and not allowed on school grounds. Rod mentioned there will be a door directly to the outside on the south facing/front wall of the school. 

Fees:  Rod presented, sent survey to parents, got 40 responses. Most said fees were appropriate, some even said to increase fees to have more trips/activities.  Sports teams, about 60% said comfortable with the fees, about 30% saying too high.  Bamfield – very expensive $3000/student. 5 universities collaborate to run this event in BC, every 2nd year. High cost due to flights, boat transportation and hotels.  Taneen asked about SEVEC (now called Experiences Canada) – more affordable than Bamfield.
Note:  Commercial Foods used to be called Culinary Arts.  Culinary Arts is now a new course focusing on high level skills.  New for next year – Personal Image design for Jr high students. 

Rod will be sending out the projected school fees to parents once more to ask for feedback.  There will be a quick meeting in 2 weeks. 

Grad – last year Grad was paid for due to fundraising. Tentative date of June 4th, not sure details yet. 
8. Trustee report:  Randy Footz 
Appologized for missing last meeting.  EIPS has Honours course starting at 3 schools – Sherwood Heights, FR Haythorne and Ardrossan.  This is Grade 8 and 9 students with high grades in core subjects as well as recommendation from teachers.  
PATs not happening this year.  

Average cost per student across division is $6925. Veg schools on the higher end with Pleasant Ridge being over $10,000, Veg Comp at $8266 and ALH is $7337/student. 

Budget changes – board voted to add $495,000 to budget, needed to cover online instruction. 

Fee – in the process of adding a technology fee for next school year, very likely.  Some school boards had before this year, some added during this school year ranging from $25-$65/student due to increase demand on bandwidth, replace devices, etc.  

April 23-25 ASCA annual meeting will be virtual.  Usually EIPS sponsors 15 registrants to attend.  COSC meeting coming up April 7.  

Board of Trustees approved submission for structures needing repair/replacement.  Sherwood Heights was denied and Rudolph Hennig in Fort Sask also denied.  

Division approved borrowing resolution from 3 million to 4 million.  

EIPS returning to semester system in the fall, instead of quarters like this year. 

Randy suggested moving meeting to the Tuesday after ALH, but Laurel cannot do Tuesdays.  
9.  New Business: 
Nothing at this time.
                                                                                      

10.  Next Meeting(s): 
May 17th, due to May long weekend on the 24th. 
11.   Adjourn: Meeting adjourned 7:54pm.

Motion: Laurel motioned to adjourn. Dawn seconded. Motion carried. 
Parent Council Minutes
March 15, 2021

[image: image1.jpg]